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Old wood floors are resurfacing

Planks that are salvaged from
tear-downs provide a historic
look in expensive new homes

By KATE GODDLOE
Spacial Coniritefon

To gree e loimed & historic Teel,
busilders are installing  decades-cld
floaors,

Reclaimed floors, which wse wood
sahvaged from homes and other buikd-
inegs that are being demolished or re.
e, are most commaon in high-priced
hormes, aaid Maribeth Peters, & Sanion
wice president with Ellen Terry Realtors
i Do,

They're seer mmode fregquendly in the
Park Cities and other areas with lots of
tearcowres, Ms. Peters sald becsuss
bousilderrs. cam sormetirmes recss the floors
ol the alder home they're tearing doan
i the new horme they build.

Mark Alexander, cwmer of Alecan-
der Hunt Chstinct Homes, rewses the
Floxrs imabsut ome of every three houses
hie tears dirwm Lo build & new home, The
cild heemes are roughly 1,000 square feet
= ahout & quarter of the size of the mew
homes M. Abexander builds — 5o hirus-
&5 the reclaimesd wood in high-impact
areas such as dining rooms, studies and
hallemys,

“Wke'rie gt ) 1 reyehe and reclaim
the wood, and it's befber wood, also,”
BAr, dlexander said. There' s mo oot bén-
efit. hi said. bocause what's spent on la-

bor equals or mxcesds the savings on
rea Iumiber,

Gary Gene Olp, owmer of Dallas-
b GGOMrchmects, said be wies re-
claimed floors in 20 percent to 30 per-
cent of his projects.

Because many obkder homes have
wood floors made from 100-year-pld
trees, Iir. Odp said iT3 3 waste to only
urse the rraterial in a single home for S50

il .
*|t's marwlous wood, By sahaging it

Flemaralas Hord Dedinet Homan
Raclalmed wood ghves oxtra characbor o highimMpact areas in homoes bl
by Alexandear Hunt Cistingt Homes.

and reusing i, you are not hareesting
e brees and you are extending the life
aof that original material.”

Cabers 1.irrr|:|I]' like the ook Tlrrr_!l
Waldt, owner of Woldt Homes, said ne-
clyimaed flocrs work particularky well in
Hill Country-style homes, Southern-
style homes and New Ovleans-style
iz

*It ghves a real nilce feeling of brirg-
irg the past into our lifestybe today,” he

zaid.

WOOD WORKS

Flosor & Bra't T Oy vwosid E1sing
Pl BOF L ) Py e,
Baikders reclaim old mantels, ol dngrs.
b0, s codar Shinghkas.

Reear L] Moo CROsers ey D hasirgs:
nd U a5 Noorng. aither. Builders
sormaed imies Eurm tha wood into cabinets,
railings o ofhwer doComtive ke mets,
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Gary Gene Oip of GGOArchibed s said
i haess o] wdhite Germian ook Timom an
aFplana shipping crata for Moorng,

Eate Goodlos

Remaving the floors from an old
Fiisrmee Eakies about three days, Br. Abe-
ancer sakd, and some wood is always
st bescaurse it breaks or has fivss, Be-
fore it's irstalled in the new house, the
oo 4 ot e rermilled, then nelmn.
b, samded arnd sLained

It takes more labor to mstadl re-
clabmed flooring than new . Woldt
said, becawse damaged areas must be
repaired so the boards will fit together.

The overall effect, though, st sup-
o] o b boo finishes], Nl boles, for
examphe, are usum By visible,

*IFyoulre Lsing a floor like that. then
yoll ane going fior the rustic qualitg ™ Mr.
Woddt said. “Trying to make them look
perfect BT really what the cliens are
Ioskineg fier.”
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MORTGAGE TIPS

Clarify costs

Thix LS. Department of
Howring and Liban
Devolopmiont has released
& study showsing that
O RO ORI Tl -
gage prooess generally
leads to higher chosing
CostS fior COMSUEMans.

Thosa COS vy widaly,
) BTHOH R ORET S
wilth sl Rroits, the
study by the Lirbian
Institung found, HLID wans
R Sl IRl e CAOSINTS
standardined

Thiz instituse Toured sig-
niflCang varkaticns in loan
g, Lbe Fios and
obher 0055 And it found
Eheafl minority baryssrs pony
i of GOllas Mo
i Lot o -originat on
FivieS T Cho OOty
PR s,

“This report demon-
sbrates once and Tor all
Tt thed proCass. Con-
SIS SR Wi Ty
iy Ehir it 15 @rtinety
Roeo Confursing,” said Roy
Baimardi, HUD dopaty
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